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AMENDMENT 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.121, below is a complete listing of all claims in the application. 

1 . (currently amended) An automated telephone assistant device, comprising: 

a base unit connecting at least one a telephone handset jack to a network interface 
device, the network interface device in communication with a telephone network, the 
base unit executing a first algorithm disposed within the base unit, the first algorithm 
selectively routing communicating an incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to a selected telephone hands e t jack via the base unit , the base unit 
accessing one or more user-defined rules to select the telephone jack and to route the 
incoming communication to the selected telephone jack hands e t having a us e r 
id e ntification such that th e us e r identification match e s an instruction to rout e th e 
incoming tel e phone call to th e t e lephon e hands e t, and th e first algorithm further 
s e l e ctiv e ly pr e v e nting routing of th e incoming t e l e phon e call rec e iv e d from th e t e lephone 
n e twork to th e t e lephon e hands e t , the base unit further accessing another user-defined 
rule to prevent routing of the incoming communication to the selected telephone jack 
such that an idle, selected telephone jack maintains an on-hook state of a telephone line 
serving the telephone jack during communication of the incoming telephone call to the 
base unit, th e t e l e phon e handset furth e r having anoth e r us e r id e ntification such that th e 
other us e r id e ntification match e s an instruction to pr e v e nt routing of th e incoming 
t e l e phon e call to the t e lephone hands e t. 

2. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, further 

comprising an extension control device in communication with the base unit, wherein the 
extension control device is associated with a predetermined telephone extension of the 
selected telephone jack and assists the base unit in selectively routing processing the 
incoming telephone call r e c e ived from the t e lephon e network to the telephon e hands e t 
having a user identification matching an instruction to rout e th e incoming t e l e phon e call 
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to tho tel e phone handset, and s e lectively preventing routing of the incoming t e l e phone 
call receiv e d from th e t e l e phon e network to th e t e l e phone hands e t having anoth e r user 
identification matching an instruction to pr e v e nt routing of tho incoming tel e phon e call to 
tho tel e phone hands e t. 

3. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein the 

base unit and the extension control device communicate via a plurality of signals, wherein 
the plurality of signals direct the extension control device to generate a ring event for a 
telephone of the selected telephone jack handset associated with the predetermined 
telephone extension. 

4. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein a power source is 

disposed within the base unit, the power source operable for generating a ring event. 

5. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein a power source is 

disposed within the extension control device, the power source operable for generating a 
ring event. 

6. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein the base unit further 

comprises a second algorithm operable for detecting the presence of and identifying the 
extension control device. 

7. (previously presented) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 6, wherein the 

base unit further comprises a third algorithm operable for assigning a common name to 
the extension control device. 

8. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 7, wherein the base unit further 

comprises a permanent storage device operable for storing the identity and the common 
name of the extension control device. 
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9. (previously presented) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 

base unit further comprises a dual-tone multi-frequency interface operable for allowing a 
user to control the base unit and modify the first algorithm. 

10. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the base unit further 

comprises a voice interface operable for allowing the user to control the base unit and 
modify the first algorithm. 

11. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the base unit further 

comprises a voicemail message that is selectively transmitted to callers. 

12. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the first algorithm is 

operable for identifying a caller. 

13. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 12, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call to the selected 
telephone jack h ands e t having a us e r identification user-defined rule that matches 
matching an instruction to route the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone 
jack handset based upon the identity of the caller, md and wherein the base unit further 
selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone call received from the telephone 
network to the selected telephone jack hands e t having another us e r id e ntification user- 
defined rule that matches m atching an instruction to prevent routing of the incoming 
telephone call to the selected telephone jack handset based upon the identity of the caller. 

14. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call to the selected 
telephone jack hands e t having an instruction a user-defined rule to route the incoming 
telephone call to the selected telephone jack hands e t based upon the time of day, and 
selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone call received from the telephone 
network to the selected telephone jack hands e t having another an instruction user-defined 
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rule to prevent routing of the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack 
hands e t based upon the time of day. 

15. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to one or more telephone jacks h ands e ts in one or more predetermined 
locations in a structure matching the user identification user-defined rule based upon the 
time of day and selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone call received from 
the telephone network to the one or more telephone jacks h andsets in the one or more 
predetermined locations in the structure matching the user id e ntification user-defined rule 
based upon the time of day. 

16. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to the selected telephone jack hands e t having an instruction a user- 
defined rule to route the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack handset 
based upon entry of an authorization code by a caller, and selectively prevents routing of 
the incoming telephone call received from the telephone network to the selected 
telephone jack hands e t having another instruction user-defined rule to prevent routing of 
the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack handset based upon entry of the 
authorization code by a caller. 

17. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1 5 wherein the 



telephone jack handset having an instruction a user-defined rule to route the incoming 
telephone call to the selected telephone jack hands e t based upon recognition of a caller's 
voice, and selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to the selected telephone jack hands e t having another instruction user- 
defined rule to prevent routing of the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone 
jack hands e t based upon recognition of the caller's voice. 




base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call to the selected 



Page 5 



U.S. Application No. 10/090,368 Examiner Matthew Genack Art Unit 2645 

Response to November 17, 2005 Office Action 

18. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 1, wherein the 

base unit is operable for directing the selected t elephone jack hands e t to produce a 
plurality of ringing tones, each of the plurality of ringing tones associated with the 
ascertained identity of a caller. 

19. (original) The automated telephone assistant device of claim 2, wherein the extension 

control device is operable for providing a common connection to a plurality of telephone 
lines. 

20. (currently amended) An automated telephone assistant method, comprising: 

providing a base unit connecting a at least one telephone jack h andset to a 
network interface device, the network interface device in communication with a 
telephone network; 

disposing accessing a first algorithm within the base unit , the first algorithm 
comprising one or more user-defined rules for selectively processing the incoming 
telephone call received from the telephone network, the one or more user defined rules 
comprising a user-defined selection rule to select the telephone jack, a user-defined 
routing rule to route the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack, a user- 
defined blocking rule to prevent routing of the incoming communication to the selected 
telephone jack such that an idle, selected telephone jack maintains an on-hook state of a 
telephone line serving the selected telephone jack during communication of the incoming 
telephone call to the base unit ; 

executing the first algorithm; 

if the user-defined rule comprises a routing instruction, then selectively allowing 
routing an incoming telephone call received from the telephone network to be routed to 
the selected telephone jack h ands e t ; and 
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if the user-defined rule . comprises a blocking instruction, then selectively 
preventing the incoming telephone call received from the telephone network from being 
routed to the selected telephone jack hands e t . 

21. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further 

comprising providing an extension control device in communication with the base unit, 
wherein the extension control device is associated with a predetermined telephone 
extension of the selected telephone jack and assists the base unit in selectively allowing 
processing the incoming telephone call received from the telephone network from b e ing 
rout e d to th e tel e phon e hands e t . 

22. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 21, further 

comprising directing the extension control device to generate a ring event for the selected 
telephone jack hands e t associated with the predetermined telephone extension. 

23. (previously presented) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 21, further 

comprising disposing a second algorithm within the base unit, the second algorithm 
detecting the presence of and identifying the extension control device. 

24. (previously presented) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 23, further 

comprising disposing a third algorithm within the base unit, the third algorithm assigning 
a common name to the extension control device. 

25. (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 24, further comprising storing 

the identity and the common name of the extension control device within a permanent 
storage device disposed within the base unit. 

26. (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 

allowing a user to control the base unit and modify the first algorithm via a dual-tone 
multi-frequency interface. 
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27. (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 

allowing a user to control the base unit and modify the first algorithm via a voice 
interface. 

28. (original) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further comprising 

selectively transmitting a voicemail message to callers. 

29. (previously presented) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 

first algorithm identifies a caller. 

30. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 29, wherein the 

first algorithm the base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call to the selected 
telephone jack hands e t based upon the identity of the caller, and selectively prevents 
routing of the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack hands e t based upon 
the identity of the caller. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 

first algorithm the base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call to the selected 
telephone jack hands e t based upon the time of day, and selectively prevents routing of the 
incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack hands e t based upon the time of 
day. 

32. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to one or more telephone jacks hands e ts in one or more predetermined 
locations in a structure matching the us e r id e ntification user-defined rule based upon the 
time of day and selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone call received from 
the telephone network to the one or more telephone jacks handsets in the one or more 
predetermined locations in the structure matching the user identification user-defined rule 
based upon the time of day. 
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33. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to the selected telephone jack hands e t having an instruction a user- 
defined rule to route the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack handset 
based upon entry of an authorization code by a caller, and selectively prevents routing of 
the incoming telephone call received from the telephone network to the selected 
telephone jack hands e t having another instruction user-defined rule to prevent routing of 
the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone jack handset based upon entry of the 
authorization code by a caller. 

34. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, wherein the 

first algorithm base unit selectively routes the incoming telephone call to the selected 
telephone jack hands e t having an instruction a user-defined rule to route the incoming 
telephone call to the selected t elephone jack hands e t based upon recognition of a caller's 
voice, and selectively prevents routing of the incoming telephone call received from the 
telephone network to the selected telephone jack hands e t having another instruction user- 
defined rule to prevent routing of the incoming telephone call to the selected telephone 
jack hands e t based upon recognition of the caller's voice. 

35. (currently amended) The automated telephone assistant method of claim 20, further 

comprising directing the selected telephone jack h andset to produce a plurality of ring 
tones, each of the plurality of ring tones associated with the ascertained identity of a 
caller. 
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